
READING THE LANDSCAPE 
A field course in landscape interpretation at the Oak Spring Garden Foundation, 

Upperville, Virginia; November 4–8, 2019 
 

 
We invite applications for a five-day Reading the Landscape field short course and workshop to 
be held at the Oak Spring Garden Foundation in Upperville, Virginia November 4–8, 2019. 
The expenses-paid field course will be an opportunity for professionals and advanced 
students from a wide range of disciplines to gain experience in interpreting landscape history, 
and exposure in the methods of historical ecology. The goal of the program is to provide 
participants the skills and context such that they can apply a landscape history perspective to 
their work, research, or studies. By the end of the week, participants should be able to 
perform basic original research in historical ecology and landscape interpretation.  
 
This field course is ideally suited to professionals from a range of backgrounds including 
biologists and ecologists, gardeners and land managers, landscape architects, historians, 
educators, and advanced students in the above disciplines. We hope that participants will 
find application for the material, and ways to share what they gain from the program. 
Participants should come with a sense of curiosity and be ready to engage in the process of 
understanding landscapes, to learn alongside peers, and to be outdoors each day.   
 
The workshop will be held at the Oak Spring Garden Foundation in Upperville, Virginia. 
Participants will be accommodated with all meals and private lodging on site at Oak Spring 
(a few dinners will be off site). They will need to bring proper clothing for being in the field 
(a suggested list will be provided). Our classroom will be the forests and fields of Virginia’s 
Piedmont region; however, the skills and information will be applicable to a wide variety of 
landscapes, especially temperate regions of Europe and America.     
  
Topics will include: natural communities and site conditions, interpretation of abandoned 
home sites, stone walls, agricultural history, interpreting pastures, interpreting tree shape, 
tree rings and aging trees by external characteristics, historical archives, aerial photograph 



and historic map interpretation, and building a holistic narrative of landscape change over 
time, among others.  
 
Oak Spring’s Reading the Landscape field short course and workshop is free (no registration 
fee), All participants will also receive up to US$ 500 (US$ 750 for international applicants) 
on a reimbursement basis for their economy flights to Dulles Airport (IAD), Washington 
D.C. Participants are entirely responsible for arranging their own travel insurance and visas. 
International applicants are welcome, but fluency in English is necessary. We will attempt to 
achieve a good balance of diversity among the selected applicants. 
 
The Oak Spring Garden Foundation (OGSF) is a new philanthropic foundation based at the 
former primary estate of the late Paul and Rachel Mellon, who were major philanthropists in 
the U.S. of the arts, humanities, and sciences in the second half of the twentieth century. 
OSGF is located in the northern Virginia Piedmont and Blue Ridge Mountains region (ca. 
one-hour drive from Washington, D.C.). Led by Sir Peter Crane, the Foundation’s inaugural 
President, OSGF is an ideal venue for small conferences, workshops, and retreats. It is 
becoming a new center of stimulation of all things botanical, from fundamental research in 
plant evolution and conservation, to horticultural and plant conservation practice, to the 
history and art of plants gardens and landscapes. 
 
Application  
Interested individuals should apply by filling out this short online form. If you don’t have a 
Gmail account and are unable to access the form, please see the questions on the next page 
of this flier and answer them in an email to programs@osgf.org. 
 
Organizers 

• Michael Gaige  

• Peter Crane 
 
Confirmed Guest Lecturers 

• Tom Wessels (Faculty emeritus, Antioch University; author of Reading the Forested 
Landscape) 

• Michael Sands PhD (Liberty Prairie Foundation and Bean Hollow Grassfed) 

• Additional TBD 

 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe_CzkTQ46-Yb8L1k9Nm3JmSUjjsTodjISLONyQca3aVgH8BA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.antioch.edu/new-england/faculty/thomas-wessels/
http://libertyprairie.org/about-lpf/our-team/michael-w-sands/


Reading the Landscape Field Course Application
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Reading the Landscape Field Course
Application
Thank you for applying to the Reading the Landscape Field Course at the Oak Spring Garden Foundation 
in Upperville, Virginia, to be held November 4-8, 2019. 

Please complete the following application by Friday May 31st, 2019. We plan to respond to all applicants 
by no later than Friday June 14th.

To �nd out more about the program, please visit: www.OSGF.org/opportunities and view the �ier under 
"Special Opportunities."

If you are unable to �ll out this form because you do not have a Gmail account – please answer these 
questions in an email to programs@osgf.org.

* Required

Email Address *

Your answer

Full Name *

Your answer

Current Title *

Your answer

https://www.google.com/url?q=http://www.OSGF.org/opportunities&sa=D&ust=1553097583143000&usg=AFQjCNGUYwbsLfxp6InqZ9QWTjIF9OHvWA
mailto:programs@osgf.org


Reading the Landscape Field Course Application
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This form was created inside of Oak Spring Garden Foundation. Report Abuse - Terms of Service

Current Organization *

Your answer

How did you hear about this program? *

Your answer

Please upload a one-page narrative explaining your professional
background (optional: you may reference and attach a
resume/C.V.); why you are interested in this program; and how you
expect to use and/or share what you learn.

ADD FILE

 Forms

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe_CzkTQ46-Yb8L1k9Nm3JmSUjjsTodjISLONyQca3aVgH8BA/reportabuse?source=https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe_CzkTQ46-Yb8L1k9Nm3JmSUjjsTodjISLONyQca3aVgH8BA/viewform
http://www.google.com/accounts/TOS
https://www.google.com/forms/about/?utm_source=product&utm_medium=forms_logo&utm_campaign=forms
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