
 
 

Virginia Working Landscapes – 2019 Summer Research Fellow 
 
Virginia Working Landscapes (VWL) has an immediate opening for a summer research fellow with 
knowledge of eastern grassland plant communities to assist with the development of a multi-year project 
exploring various aspects of wildlife habitat management. In collaboration with Oak Spring Garden 
Foundation and The Clifton Institute, this project will explore how grassland communities in fallow 
agricultural fields respond to native plant restoration and management activities. The fellow’s primary 
role will be to conduct vegetation surveys at multiple locations during summer of 2019 to collect baseline 
information prior to habitat manipulation in late 2019/early 2020. In addition to field surveys, the fellow 
will conduct analyses on existing plant community datasets to help inform study design, prepare reports 
to share results, and summarize species accounts for participating sites. Given that VWL has a strong 
citizen science component, the fellow will also engage in community outreach activities including native 
plant walks, training courses for citizen scientists and plant ID sessions. Time permitting, this fellowship 
may provide opportunities to assist with other VWL field projects including soil sampling, forest orchid 
surveys, and forest sapling surveys as well as projects with partnering organizations. 
  
Required qualifications:  

• Academic background in biology with emphasis in botany and plant ecology. Candidates with an 
M.S. or higher preferred. Those with a B.S. and direct relevant experience also considered. 

• Experience in eastern grassland plant identification, quantitative field surveys, statistical analyses 
in R, and general GIS, Google Earth, and/or ArcMap 

• Strong communication and collaboration skills 
• Demonstrable technical writing ability 
• Good organizational and data handling skills 
• Willingness to travel to multiple field sites in Northern Virginia 
• Interest in and willingness to learn about and build familiarity with native wildlife habitat 

restoration practices and management  
• Willingness to engage in community outreach activities related to native plant communities 

  
Additional qualifications: 

• Fellows with the Smithsonian Conservation Biology Institute are required to pass a federal 
background investigation 

• Must possess a valid driver's license with a clean driving record  
• Ability and willingness to conduct field surveys in harsh environments, in all types of weather 

conditions, walking over varied terrain 
• Willingness to work at other times in a sedentary office environment preparing reports  
• Familiarity with best practices for field safety  

 
Stipend:  
Fellow will receive a monthly stipend of $1,800/month. 
 
Housing:  



Housing provided off-site by The Clifton Institute, approximately 30 minutes from SCBI. Fellows are 
responsible for their own transportation to and from SCBI and participating field sites. 
 
Term of appointment:  
This is a seven-month fellowship starting early May 2019 and is a full-time appointment (40 hours per 
week).  
 
How to apply: 
Email resume and cover letter to SCBIVWL@si.edu. Applications will be accepted on a rolling basis until 
position is filled. 
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